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lustre, and large, intending it as a family ring Jo descend
to his future progeny; that he (Mr. Belliard) thereupon
told him he had a very brilliant one which he conceived
would exactly suit, instantly opening his iron chest and
producing it. Upon inspection Mr. Perreau observed it
undoubtedly was uncommonly beautiful, but he had an
insuperable objection to the shape, which was somewhat
of a heart. He, however, put it on his finger, which it
happened to fit exactly, and again admiring the water as
exquisite, directed Mr. Belliard as soon as possible to
procure one for him of the same size, but of another form,
which he promised to do, requesting Perreau would keep
and wear the one he then had on, " for," says he, " as I
keep no shop it will be more seen and more likely to be sold
upon your finger than if shut up here ; only have the good-
ness, when noticed, to say that it belongs to me, that it is
for sale, and the price two thousand guineas." Upon
these conditions Mr. Perreau took away the ring, and
whenever any person admired it, he invariably stated the
foregoing particulars.

To recover this ring was the object of Mr. Belliard's
visit, who requested my father would accompany him
to the prison for that purpose. Mr. Belliard's carriage
being at the door, I was desired to attend as a witness
to what should pass. Upon reaching the place of con-
finement and enquiring for the unfortunate brothers, we
were conducted into a large, well furnished apartment,
where they both were. Upon our entrance Robert covered
his face with his handkerchief, and bursting into tears,
sobbed aloud, while Daniel, on the contrary, approached
us with as much apparent ease and nonchalance as if re-
ceiving company in his own elegant mansion in Upper Harley
Street. My father finding him thus unaffected immediately
mentioned the occasion of our coming, upon which Daniel
Perreau readily admitted the ring to be the property of
Mr. Belliard, but observed that it was not then in his
possession, Admiral Sir Thomas Frankland having that
morning insisted, as he was a creditor to a great amount,